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Peer Assessment to Facilitate Student Achievement of Outcomes 

In teaching a course titled ‘teacher professionalism and leadership in the changing 
context’, group project was adopted as one of the course assignment. In this project 
assignment, individual groups were having consultation and met frequently with 
tutors, they had eventually produced a project on a selected theme. The project was 
presented in the lesson for assessment. To support students to develop a clear 
understanding of the assessment requirement, as it is mentioned in the literature 
that “university students were able to appreciate the visible criteria of assessment 
such as structure, presentation and referencing, they had difficulties in applying 
higher-order criteria such as analysis and evaluation”1, peer assessment was 
introduced for all the groups to practice assessment on their peer’s group project 
presentation, based on the assessment rubrics developed for assessing their group 
project, with particular attention given to ‘Theme Development’ and ‘Discussion’. 
Below is a sample of the rubrics and scoring sheet: 

 

                                                      
1
Rust, C., Price, M., & O'Donovan, B. (2003). Improving students learning by developing their understanding of assessment 

criteria and processes. Assessment & Evaluation in Higher Education, 28, 148-164. 
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Students were asked to peer assess the presentation of project on the spot, for 
all the other presentations made by their peers, the total summary result is 
reported to the class; it was found that the projects that rated highly by students 
were different from the tutor. Through discussion, it was found that students 
seem to rate high on attractive presentation that was aided by interesting films 
and graphics, popular persons among the class etc. The tutor focused on the 
discussion part of the project, and pays attention on whether the discussion can 
support and clarify the claims as well as being able to produce evidence of 

investigation and analysis.  

Reflection and Outcomes: 

Students reported very positively on the project learning experience, they 
reflected that the experience help them understand the importance of making 
an investigation by real attempts to confront issues that were generated from 
the project theme, that enhanced their learning. 
 ‘the tutor places the project as the centre of our learning, we learn in the 

assessment processes about how to achieve a project with good result and I 
am able to know how to invest my effort in a piece of course work against 
the criteria of assessment, this helped us to achieve better result’. 

 ‘the course is interesting it seems that it threw me to the deep sea for 
swimming, and that I had to learn to swim by the learned skills, and making 
comments to the others helped me to understand what were the 
requirement of the professor, she built up the atmosphere of learning 
successfully in the course by her requirement on us. 

 ‘I used this project in many other courses, we used to rush for an output 
just the day before the presentation, and we think what is expected will 
usually be a well-designed power point, the professor in this course helped 
us go through a process of investigation, like doing a mini research, I found 
it very useful to my academic development and the knowledge helps me in 
handling other course work such as the Final Year Project, I think this is a 

marvelous learning experience and I wish we could have this earlier in the 
program’ 
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