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Learning from an Authentic Experience - through Role Play 

 

Role Play 

This lesson is about classroom management strategies. Students are asked to role 
play typical chaotic classroom situations in Hong Kong schools and think about ways 
to tackle them.  

 

Chaotic Classrooms 
Students were asked to role play and make suggestions on how to handle some 
common discipline problems in classroom. Students were grouped and each group 
role played the scene by taking the role of teacher and students in the case. Before 
the role play, they had the chance to discuss and evaluate the various strategies 
being used, and try to demonstrate them for comments. The teacher would join in   
with their authentic role play situation. A discussion was held after each role play 
session, and some real life episodes were shown on similar classroom situations, this 
helped consolidated what they had learned. In this authentic learning environment, 

students were contextualized of being in the classroom and they learned from the 
discussion to grasp some ideas on classroom management strategies.  
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Reflection: 

Students were motivated by the three scenarios constructed into role plays. As they 
were common management problems in a real life classroom, they acted 
enthusiastically and enjoyed the tasks with fun. They role played the scene while 
trying to imagine and create a chaotic situation for their peers to handle. After this 
session, I followed up with the class on common classroom discipline rules: the 
nature of diversities, self-esteem, the socio-psychological condition of the classroom, 
how classroom rules are set; various management strategies can be applied 
accordingly, and how punishment and reward can be included in managing a class.  
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