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Scaffolding Exercises that Guide Assignment Writing and

Concept Building

Some scaffolding exercises are given to students to strengthen their
understanding and learning. Students need to discuss in groups, or work on
their own to think and reflect. The exercises are designed to provoke high order
thinking and encourage students to comprehend knowledge themselves. Some
of the scaffolding tasks are done as a group to enable social rapport among

students.

The following shows the artifacts collected from students of an exercise that ask

students to design a rubrics.
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Below shows some artifacts gathered in a task about POA/TSA/SSPA.

Group Activity: Part 1

Part A: You will be assigned to look at the content of an assigned
policy (POA/SSPA/TSA) and will be asked to report on its parts

POA Information Sheet (Tl,, Yi Pr‘\mm ‘4 D &d Al S p,u,;)
Eligibility of students The child must
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Applying for a => The system is divided into two stages: the “Discretionary Places

Discretionary Place Admission™ stage and “Central Allocation” stage.

=> Parents could choose to enroll their children with particular schools in
mind. Unsuccessful applicants will participate in the Central Allocation.

=> Direct subsidy scheme primary schools, private primary schools and
primary schools of the English Schools Foundation are excluded from
the system.

Aim of the System = The POA is designed to pj{ - 7 -u,\{, W OA S 4

Mpitd e plal deon “)( AW mling cwvﬁt tiom

“Discretionary Places > Isarents may ap;gly to o!\ly ONE govcmment or aided schpol which may 7/\% &
Admission” Stage be in or outside the school net in which they reside. ( ovlev WA ‘y k
= The applicants will be selected according to the Points System. ({l“’o UQ‘ C“;‘; O(}
The Points System = If the number of applications for discretionary places in C atcgor}’ l k : UM 5
received by a school exceeds its quota, the school shou]d admit th : y
(:f] W (U D‘t O

applicants according to the Point System.
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“Central Allocation™

Stage

2 CHildren who have not be& offered a discfetionary plak:e will
participate in the central allocation.

=> Central Allocation involves computer-controlled processing of the
unrestricted school choices and then the restricted ones.

Common Criticisms
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Group Activity: Part1

Part A: You will be assigned to look at the content of an assigned
policy (POA/SSPA/TSA) and will be asked to report on its parts .

TSA Information Sheet

Aim of the System P sohael  jrprovemat, provide conmt with
deXa fo grbona ﬂ\,e,%uﬂctrmm %)
')Prpvw& govermrat anAd sotts
with M. ™ ¢ thov_ sTardards in
Chonere |, rplnh  Lampaepe  ad MAThy

Design and Execution of = The TSA is regarded as a [/ _-stake assessment. Its

the System result will give information about the performance of
Hong Kong students for the government. The results
will not be provided to third parties.

=> The TSA mostly consists of wﬂ ffen 0l in
the three designated domains. They were designed by
professionals such as experienced teachers, based on
each subject’s curricula.

=> Each subject assessment can be considerable long. Thus,
it will be divided into several sections, and every student
only has to be assessed on one of them.

=> Students in which forms/levels /2, P L 5 5

must participate in the TSA.

=> The passing level of performance is created and
evaluated by a designated group of professionals, such
as experienced teachers and experts in curriculum
design.

Assessment Content => The Chinese Language Assessment consists of five
parts: Mr\& M,‘f}yr\% DAL ening,
M&U"‘L M od PRV - val

= The English Language Assessment consists of four
parts: MNLM ler'-‘! 2i4tenird | spent

= The Malhematws Assessment consnsts only of/one
single part.
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Below shows the assignment guiding exercise. This aims to give students extra support
outside lessons in assignment writing.

Guide to Write Assignment A (30%)

Assignment Part A : Short Review Paper (1000 words +/- 15%):

Based on a school reform document released by the Hong Kong government related to
curriculum and/or assessment, write a review paper about the implications to school
context.

Please follow the Instructional guide below in completing your assignment
When you complete the assignment content, please erase the guiding questions which
are served as hints.

Selection of documents:
Students may choose from the below:

Curriculum Development Council. (2002) Basic Education Curriculum Guide — Building on
Strengths (Primary 1 to Secondary 3). Ch. 1. Hong Kong: Government Printer. (Web
version: Retrieved 22-08-2013 from

http://cd1.edb.hkedcity.net/cd/EN/Content 2909/html/index.html)

Curriculum Development Council. (2001). Learning to Learn: the way forward in
curriculum development. (Web version: Retrieved 14-12-2012from
http://www.edb.gov.hk/index.aspx?nodelD=2877&Ilangno=1)

Education Bureau. (2007). A Framework of School Assessment Practices. Retrieved 20-
08-2013 from http://www.edb.gov.hk/index.aspx?nodeid=24108&langno=1

Education Commission. (2000). Learning for life, learning through life: Reform proposals
for the education system in Hong Kong. HKSAR. (Web version: Retrieved 14-12-2012from
http://www.e-c.edu.hk/eng/reform/index e.html)

Education Bureau. (2009). New Academic Structure “334” bulletin. Retrieved from
http://334.edb.hkedcity.net/EN/index.php

Students can select other policy documents related to curriculum and/or assessment.
Policies refer to guidelines and booklets that state the directions for curriculum and
assessment, that published by the government. They may also be specific guidelines for
either curriculum or assessment.

NOTE: Please select the government policy guides that were made in the period in 2000
or after:
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Guide to Writing Assighment Part A

STEP ONE (Type accurately the APA format of the Document, either from printed
materials/book/pamphlet or website) E.g.

® Curriculum Development Council. (2002) Basic Education Curriculum Guide —
Building on Strengths (Primary 1 to Secondary 3). Hong Kong: Government Printer.
(web version: Retrieved 22-08-2013 from
http://cd1.edb.hkedcity.net/cd/EN/Content_2909/html/index.html

(Make sure the selected policy was released from 2000 onwards)

STEP TWO (Select the Parts for Comment and Reflection)

® (onsiderations — You must select one section of the whole policy. Choose wisely,
as this will be the basis of further elaboration of your views and ideas. (Which
part would you select from the Policy?) E.g.

Curriculum Development Council. (2002) Basic Education Curriculum Guide — Building on
Strengths (Primary 1 to Secondary 3). Chapter 2: Overview of Curriculum Reform —
Reflection on Strength and Getting Ready for Action. Hong Kong: Government Printer.
(Web version: Retrieved 22-08-2013 from
http://cd1.edb.hkedcity.net/cd/EN/Content_2909/html/index.html

STEP THREE about 40 % of total words

What is the major focus of this part | am interested?

E.g. A framework, philoscophical ideas, a teaching method, new approaches to teaching,
ideas about some changes and new requirements in curriculum, teaching or assessment,
effective learning strategies, concerns about student learning or special focuses of
student learning outcomes, etc. Please select a focus that fits to your particular subject
of study

STEP FOUR (Discussion and Implications) about 60% of total words
HERE - You need to think deeply and carefully about what the policy document means to
you in the position of a prospective teacher, how you can apply and what you need to do,
and your views to the policy
You may refer to the following questions in writing this part:
¢  What will you do in the classroom by this policy as a new teacher in school?
—base on your selected focus, you may tell about e.g. effective
teaching/assessment strategies that are particularly relevant to your subject area,
specific to student learning in your subject or in general, or your own
professional development in the school context, etc etc
--give very precise description and avoid general terms used, pick up some
jargons from the documents and explaining them by using examples,
—use examples relevantly, one example can serve to explain many dimensions of
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the policy

e  Why this focus is relevant to your as a new teacher (i.e. reasons, personal
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philosophy and mission, benefits, pros & cons, etc)? What differences would you
bring to yourself by what you will do according to the policy (the aspect you
focus on)
®  How you will support your students’ learning in your subject area (your own
strategy, method, action plan, etc)
® What differences would you bring to your students by what you will do according
to the policy (the aspect you focus on)?

Assignment One Assessment Rubric

Grade (Global | Understandin Authenticity Critical Organization References
Grade g of Thinking
Descriptors topics/key
concepts
A Deep Originality. Innovative, Well balanced Good selection
(Outstanding) illustrative logical. good and adequately
examples, highly reasoning support author’s
reflective, Views
insightful
B (Good) Sound Some originality. Logical. good Coherent/sound Adequate and
adequate development relevant
examples,
reflective
C Adequate Superficial. Lack extension. Clear Marginally
(Satisfactory) repeating/no flaws in logical relevant/not
varieties, thin sequence relevant
C-/D Partial Inadequate/ Weak Disjointed/
Trrelevant ineffective
F (Fail) No evidence | Ilogical/incorrect No evidence Major and

frequent errors/
poorly
organized
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YOUR Writing PLAN of Assignment One

STEP ONE & TWO (Type accurately the APA format of the Document, with selected part
specified)

STEP THREE
What is the major focus of this part | am interested?

STEP FOUR (Discussion and Implications)

What will you do in the classroom by this policy as a new teacher in school?
--base on your selected focus, you may tell about e.g. effective
teaching/assessment strategies that are particularly relevant to your subject area,
specific to student learning in your subject or in general, or your own
professional development in the school context, etc

--give very precise description and avoid general terms used, pick up some
jargons from the documents and explaining them by using examples,

--use examples relevantly, one example can serve to explain many dimensions of
the policy

Why this focus is relevant to you as a new teacher (i.e. reasons, personal
philosophy and mission, benefits, pros & cons, etc)? What differences would you
bring to yourself by what you will do according to the policy (the aspect you
focus on)

How you will support your students' learning in your subject area (your own
strategy, method, action plan, etc)

What differences would you bring to your students by what you will do according
to the policy (the aspect you focus on)?
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Some Common Mistakes

B Tautology: Use similar words without elaboration or explanation
The current education reform recommends development of students on generic skills,
this includes critical thinking and creativity, and that it also caters for diversity and
learning differences. In the future, | will teach students to think creatively and

critically, and arrange the lesson by considering student differences.

& Put concrete examples, think of what you can do (in real, e.g. in a subject)

by applying the concepts/ideas

B Over-stated/ over generalized statements
The government only provides the framework of education reform, but does not give

clear instruction of what to do

Need to suggest what the government has not done, elaborate the probhlems it may

cause, state the constraints and make suggestions for improvement

& Reasonable arguments
The government suggests the change of a curriculum framework, what is needed are
corresponding changes in schools. For examples, to facilitate project learning and
problem based learning, triple/double lessons are needed, flexible modes of study
should be introduced with the support of computer hardware, flexible classroom

settings which can be utilised for group meetings and individual studies....

& Avoid conceptual/superficial comments
E Teachers should be sensitive to the surroundings, they should adapt to the

changes of the society and reform education

Avoid ambiguity, if the meaning is not clear to you, it should be confusing to
readers.
Drop (Do not include) the points you yourself do not think you explain it clearly

and without much value




