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Effectiveness and Lessons Learnt

Participants and Foci

ISSUES  AND  CHALLENGES

 Interviews were conducted with ten participants.

 Interviews occurred at the end of the second academic

year of the project.

 Interview foci: purposes, design, strategies, challenges,

advantages and perceptions of influences on learning

and teaching.

Information Technology has greatly changed the way

students communicate, acquire knowledge and obtain

information. Blended Learning (BL), as a model of

instruction that encompasses different forms of learning, is

regarded as a mode that can thoughtfully combine the best

elements of online and face-to-face education, and is

considered as a predominant teaching model of the future.

A common phenomenon we have observed is that, on

average, students in our undergraduate programmes are

getting younger. As larger numbers of younger students

enter higher education institutions, a drop of academic

ability and motivation are anticipated. This has posed

greater challenges for teachers in offering support to

students in terms of study skills, communication and

collaboration skills, time management, and engagement

with their study. BL is identified as a useful instructional

approach because it may encourage participation,

communication between teachers and students, and

cooperation among students. As one of the features of BL

instruction is ‘time on task’ and ‘teacher feedback’, we

believe the BL approach has great potential for enhancing

student learning in terms of engagement, study skills, and

other aspects of learning.

By engaging in this project, students and teachers may

develop an enhanced approach towards learning and

instruction to inform our understanding of effective and

innovative pedagogical practices. BL will develop students’

independent study skills and allow teachers to provide

students with feedback to support their learning, both inside

and outside the classroom. Teachers will develop BL

strategies and teaching materials through the project on

professional knowledge in BL and the use of technology in

teaching.

Objectives:

 To identify if blended learning may engage students in

acquiring strong motivation to study.

 To engage teachers in developing, implementing, and

reflecting on the experience of trying out blended

learning in course delivery.

Technological tools in BL courses

Teachers reflection on student receptivity to BL (Advantages)

Teachers reflection on student receptivity to BL (Disadvantages)

• Identifying when discussion boards are more effective and 

motivating than face-to-face conversation. 

• Changing students’ expectations and beliefs about learner-

centred instructional methodologies.  

• Accommodating BL in the syllabus, assessment and 

timetabling expectations. 

• Balancing range and use of technologies during and outside 

of class time. 
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